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EmErgEncy nEEds
Specifically, the eligibility criteria for visa applica-

tion “out of emergency humanitarian needs” was 
broadened as appropriate in March.

Foreign family members of Chinese citizens or 
permanent residents, including spouses, parents, 
children and other close relatives living together 
(i.e. siblings, grandparents and grandchildren), may 
submit visa applications for the purposes of reunit-
ing with family, taking care of the elderly, visiting 
relatives, attending funerals or visiting critically ill 
relatives.

Generally, an applicant for this visa should pro-
vide photocopies of a medical certificate or death 
certificate, proof of relationships (including birth 
certificate, marriage certificate, Chinese household 
registration, certificate letters from the local police 
bureau in China, notarial certificate of kinship, etc.), 

an invitation letter from relatives in China, an in-
viter’s Chinese ID card, and a requesting visa letter 
from an applicant.

Holders of valid APEC business travel cards may 
apply for the M-visa (business visa) at the Chinese 
embassy or consulate by presenting the original 
valid APEC business travel card and the invitation 
letter issued by the inviting party in the mainland 
of China.

Applications for other types of visas, such as tourism 
visa (L), transit visa (G), etc, are currently not accepted.

As the entry policies varies with the temporal 
epidemic situation in different regions, you’d better 
contact directly or check the official website of the 
Chinese embassy or consulate in your country or 
region for the latest and detailed information about 
application requirements and procedures.

Note: If the visa you hold is a multi-year and multi-entry business, tourism or family-visit visa issued before 
March 26, 2020, it is not currently valid for entry.

BEforE Boarding  
and aftEr landing

Note that although China’s immigration policy 
for foreigners has somewhat been relaxed, the air-
line boarding requirements by China for “double 
negative certificates” remain unchanged.

Passengers traveling to China have to present 
a certified negative test result of a COVID-19 PCR 
nucleic acid test, and serum-specific IgM antibody 
test results from a designated testing institution 
(both tests must be taken within 48 hours before 
boarding) to the Chinese embassy for a green 
health code with a “HS” logo for Chinese nationals 
or a green Health Declaration with a “HDC” logo 
QR code for foreign nationals.

Upon arrival, inbound passengers are required 
to quarantine for at least 14 days. Testing on ar-
rival and for release from quarantine may include 
blood tests, as well as oral, nasal and anal swab 
tests.

Local quarantine requirements can vary signifi-
cantly among cities, and regulations may change 
when there is an outbreak of COVID-19 or an 
important event such as a political meeting or 
sporting competition.

Take some of China’s  
major cities as examples:

  Shanghai (14+7): 14 days in a designated hotel 
and seven days for health monitoring, with six 
nucleic acid tests.

  Beijing (14+7+7): 14 days in a designated hotel, 
seven days at home, and then seven days’ health 
monitoring.

  Nanjing (14+14): 14 days in a designated hotel 
and 14-day home quarantine.

  Tianjin (14+7): 14 days in a hotel and seven 
days at home.

  Chongqing (14+7+7): 14 days in a hotel, seven 
days at home and seven days of self-monitoring 
of health.

  Guangzhou (14+7+7): 14 days in hotel, seven-day 
home quarantine and seven-day self-monitoring.

!

Who arE EligiBlE 
to EntEr china?
Currently for most major countries, the 
following foreign individuals can enter China 
with no need to apply for new visas:
  People with special courtesy visas, such as govern-

ment officials and diplomats traveling for personal 
reasons, as well as those from the same group travel-
ing for official purposes on diplomatic and service 
visas.

  People with valid C-visas (which are issued to foreign 
crew members of aircraft, trains and ships, motor 
vehicle drivers engaged in cross-border transport 
activities).

  Foreign nationals with China’s Foreign Permanent 
Resident ID Card.

  People with valid visas issued after March 28, 
2020.

  Foreign nationals holding valid Chinese residence 
permits for work, personal matters and reunion.

Aside from those meeting the above 
requirements, eligible foreign individuals can 
apply for such types of visas as:
  Visa for emergency humanitarian reasons (Q1, Q2, 

S1 and S2 visa).

  C-visa (for crew members).

  Visa for resumption of work and production (F, M, 
R and Z visa).


